Dilemma of black community hospitals.
This feature of Urban Health covers a wide range of topics related to metropolitan hospitals, both public and private. This month's column discusses a hospital setting with which relatively few practicing physicians are well acquainted--the Black community hospital. More than 500 such hospitals were established in years following the Civil War, but their numbers have dwindled steadily in recent decades to the point where today only a handful survive. A recasting of missions and a thrust into the middle class population are among strategies needed to halt the demise of these institutions, says the author.